PRESS RELEASE
AWARD-WINNING ENVIRONMENTALIST TO BE

2009 GREEN LIVING FESTIVAL KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Evanston, Illinois – Howard Learner, the award-winning Executive Director of the Chicago-based Environmental Law and Policy Center, will be the keynote speaker at this year’s Evanston Green Living Festival.  Mr. Learner’s presentation, titled “Creating Evanston’s Green Economy While Solving Global Warming Problems,” will explore the impact of recent federal and state green legislation and policy initiatives on Evanston and its citizens.
Under Mr. Learner’s leadership, the Environmental Law and Policy Center has become the Midwest’s leading public interest environmental legal advocacy and eco-business innovation organization.  The Center has successfully promoted clean energy development solutions to global warming problems, worked tirelessly to improve the Midwest’s environmental quality and preserve the region’s natural resources and heritage.

Mr. Learner has been acknowledged frequently for his environmental leadership, receiving a number of awards over the years.  He recently received the Leadership Greater Chicago’s Distinguished Leadership Fellow Award and Chicago Magazine’s Green Leader Award.  Learner, an experienced attorney, also received the 2006 Federal Bar Association’s Award for Excellence in Pro Bono and Public Interest Service.

Mr. Learner’s work is currently focused on developing and advocating new directions on environmental policy issues, including developing clean renewable energy and energy efficient resources, leading efforts to develop a Midwest high-speed rail network, and protecting the Midwest’s wild and natural places.   Just recently he spoke before a distinguished gathering of five Midwest governors, Illinois Senator Dick Durbin, Chicago Mayor Richard Daley, and other stakeholders, which focused on coordinating efforts to bring a High-Speed Rail Network to the Midwest.   Advocating that High-Speed Rail isn’t just about trains, Learner made the case that it’s as much about creating livable, vibrant communities with less pollution and a better environment, in addition to fostering economic development, creating jobs, and advancing a 21st century transportation system.
The Evanston Green Living Festival, will be held on Saturday, October 3rd, from 9:00AM to 3:00PM, at the Evanston Ecology Center.  Mr. Learner’s presentation is scheduled to begin at Noon in the Center.  The theme for this year’s Festival is “Live Green, Live Inspired!”  The Evanston Ecology Center is located at 2024 McCormick Boulevard.  Additional information can be found at the Festival website, www.evanstongreenfest.org.  
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